Nine more cases of human infections by Dirofilaria repens diagnosed in Italy by morphology and recombinant DNA technology.
Dirofilariosis is a mosquito-borne disease of carnivors due, in Italy, to Dirofilaria repens and D. immitis species which are sympatric in many areas. Nine more cases of human infection are here reported, detected in Italian patients living in northern regions (where D. immitis and D. repens are largely present), in Tuscany (where D. repens is more frequent than D. immitis), and in Sicily (where D. immitis is present only sporadically). The nematodes surgically removed (7 female and 2 male specimens) have been identified by a PCR-based method and by morphology as D. repens. Morphological, clinical, and epidemiological data of these human infections are discussed.